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RESOURCES SECTOR — SPECIAL LEASE RENTAL FEE 

471. Ms M.J. DAVIES to the Treasurer:  
I refer to the Treasurer’s comments in The Australian on 5 October 2016 when he told goldminers — 

“I remind them once again that the gold resource they mine is owned by the people of Western Australia,” 
Given that iron ore is also owned by the people of Western Australia, will he now sit down and negotiate with 
Rio Tinto and BHP to increase the outdated special lease rental charge? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Sometimes people need to speak to me as though I am a Labrador. I can sometimes be easily confused, because I was 
standing out there behind the Leader of the National Party during her speech to the protest today when she attacked 
me for breaking a promise. Just so that I understand, the Leader of the National Party is now arguing for me to break 
a promise; is that right? They are interesting debating tactics of the National Party. Again, I want to remind members 
in this house—it has become something that needs regular reminding—that over the course of the last government, 
the National Party was in the cabinet for all of eight and a half years. At no point during that time — 
Mr V.A. Catania: Answer the question. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I am quite curious about this. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Answer the question. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the second time.  
Mr B.S. WYATT: At no point during that time did the Leader of the National Party as a minister seek to increase 
the lease rental fee on iron ore mines. I do not know why that is. The National Party has to explain that to itself; it 
found its voice on this only on its way out. I do not know why it found its voice on this only when it was on the 
way out. I do not know why the National Party never raised it while it had the numbers in the lower and upper 
houses. I do not know why it chose to wait until Brendon Grylls came back to prosecute its case. I do not know 
why that is. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Answer the question. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I know why the member for North West Central never became a minister. It is because the 
man is a buffoon. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr V.A. Catania: You can’t get your measures through. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I called you to order for the third time. 
Several members interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer, withdraw that remark. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I withdraw, Mr Speaker. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I will that take that interjection. The member said that we cannot get our measures through. 
That highlights the state of mind of the Liberal and National Parties in Western Australia. It is all about wrecking 
the budget initiatives of a government that was elected with a historic majority. The member for North West 
Central has made the point. It is all about blocking to ensure that a government cannot get its measures through. 
Several members interjected.   
Mr V.A. Catania: It broke a promise; it broke a promise! 

Suspension of Member 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the fourth time. As the member has been 
called to order more than three times, I now suspend the member from the service of the house until the adjournment 
of today’s sitting. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I called him for the third time before. That is his fourth. Does anyone want to query that? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! It is not something to laugh about. 
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[The member for North West Central left the chamber.] 
Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I want to come back to the Liberal Party, because this capitulation of fiscal leadership to the 
National Party does not bode well for the state. I have made the point time and again that there is a responsibility 
on the Liberal Party to help fix the mess that it created. I want to quote from the Productivity Commission report, 
and I will do so in a moment, but the key point is that the Liberal Party has left it to the Leader of the National Party 
to make the case on fiscal leadership—and the first matter of public interest post the budget is not being led by the 
Liberal Party. What is going on over there? It is time that the Liberal Party started the mea culpa for the fiscal 
situation that it created and worked with the government—not the National Party, which is seeking to block and 
wreck—to fix the mess that it created. 
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